CHAPTER XII

COLLECTIVE TELESIS 1

THE more we study the facts, phenomena, and
laws of the sentient world, the more thoroughly do
we find them permeated with the idea of utility.
Metaphysics asks the question, Why? pure science
asks the question, How? applied science asks the
question, What for? The first inquires after the
causes of things, the second inquires after their laws,
the third inquires after their uses. The last of these
is the standpoint of all feeling beings, while the
others are confined to beings endowed with high
reasoning or speculative powers. The nature of
utility as the term is used in both economics and
sociology was considered in the fifth chapter, and in
the ninth it was shown that both these sciences are
utilitarian in their character, and, indeed, that all
science is necessarily so. It is true that pure science
takes no account of this fact and pursues truth for
its own sake, but as there shown, the chief defence
of this method has always rested on the essential
utility of all truth, and although the sciences differ
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